*********************************************************************************

Updates from the White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics 

Feb. 10, 2011

*********************************************************************************

Dear Colleagues: 

 

Here’s an update on a few major announcements from the U.S. Department of Education.

 

1. President's Fiscal Year 2012 Budget Request briefing: Noon EST, Monday, Feb. 14

 

2. 2011 Race to the Top Commencement Challenge: Application deadline 11:59 p.m. EST, Friday, Feb. 25 

 

3. Smithsonian Latino Center 2011 Young Ambassadors Program: Application deadline Friday, April 8, 2011

 

4. Examples of Excelencia: Now accepting nominations  

 

5. Visit us on Facebook and the Web!

 

6. President's Day Observance: Monday, Feb. 21

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. President's Fiscal Year 2012 Budget Request briefing: Noon EST, Monday, Feb. 14

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The U.S. Department of Education will hold a briefing on the President’s Fiscal Year 2012 Budget Request at noon EST, Monday, Feb. 14. Registration for the live streaming is not required, but an online RSVP is appreciated. The link to the briefing and to RSVP is located here.

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. 2011 Race to the Top Commencement Challenge: Application deadline 11:59 p.m. EST, Friday, Feb. 25

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Students from public high schools nationwide are invited to submit applications to have President Obama as their 2011 commencement speaker. Applications should demonstrate how your school prepares you for college and a career. Please note that the application includes essay questions and requests statistical information to illustrate how your school is promoting college and career readiness for all students while establishing a culture of student success and academic excellence.  

 

View the application and additional information, as well as essays and videos by the 2010 finalists here.    

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. Smithsonian Latino Center 2011 Young Ambassadors Program: Application deadline Friday, April 8, 2011 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Smithsonian Latino Center is pleased to announce the open application season for the 2011 Young Ambassadors Program.  The Young Ambassadors Program is a national, interdisciplinary leadership development program for high school seniors. The mission of the program is to foster the next generation of Latino leaders in the arts, sciences, and humanities via the Smithsonian Institution and its resources.  

 

Selected students will travel to Washington, D.C., for a week-long, leadership development seminar at the Smithsonian Institution. The seminar encourages youth to explore and understand Latino identity and embrace their own cultural heritage through visits to the Smithsonian’s Latino collections and one-on-one interaction with anthropologists, artists, curators, historians, scientists and other museum professionals. Following the training seminar, students participate in a four-week interdisciplinary education internship in museums and other cultural institutions in their local communities, including Smithsonian-affiliated organizations. 

 

The program includes meals and accommodations for the duration of the one-week training seminar, round-trip travel costs to Washington, and a program stipend. Participants are responsible for all expenses during the four-week internship, including transportation, accommodations, and meals. On completion of the five-week program, participants will receive a $2,000 program stipend toward their higher education.  

 

The deadline to apply is Friday, April 8, 2011. View the  application guidelines and details here  or contact Emily Key, Education Programs Manager, at 202-633-1268 or slceducation@si.edu .  

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. Examples of Excelencia: Now Accepting Nominations 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Examples of Excelencia is the only national initiative to identify and promote programs and departments with significant evidence of improving educational achievement for Latino students in higher education. Let us know about efforts on your campus making a positive difference for Latino students at the associate, baccalaureate, or graduate levels. We are accepting nominations of programs or departments providing direct services in access, outreach, and academic and professional advancement with a record of outstanding results for Latino students. Find further details, and submit your online nomination here. Nominations must be received by 5 p.m. EST, April 15. 

 

Excelencia in Education will recognize the 2011 Examples of Excelencia with $5,000, the Celebración de Excelencia this September in Washington, D.C., and inclusion in the Growing What Works database. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. Visit us on Facebook and the Web!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

The White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics is on the Web and Facebook!

 

Visit our pages to:

 

*       Learn more about our work, including the staffing structure of the office and the directives in our executive order;

*       Read articles, speeches, press releases and other publications related to our work and the Latino education pipeline;

*       Download fact sheets, reports, booklets and other publications from past and current administrations;

*       View photos from past events;

*       Read more about the work of the Presidential Advisory Commission and Federal Interagency Working Group;

*       Read about upcoming events and find out when we’ll be in your area; 

*       Learn about our year-round internship program; 

*       And more!

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6. President's Day Observance: Monday, Feb. 21

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

All federal agencies will be closed on Monday, Feb. 21, in observance of President's Day.

 

*****************************************************************************

Juan A. Sepúlveda, Jr.

Director

 

José A. Rico

Deputy Director

 

Glorimar Maldonado Nosal

Chief of Staff

***************************************************************************** 

