
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 9, 2011 
 
US Senator Harry Reid    US Senator Mitch McConnell 
Majority Leader     Minority Leader 
522 Hart Senate Office Bldg.    317 Russell Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC  20510    Washington, DC  20510 
Fax:  202-224-7327     Fax:  202-224-2499 
 
Dear Senators: 
 
The National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE) is extremely grateful and pleased with the actions of 
President Barack Obama to submit urgency legislation, the American Jobs Act, to get the economy moving 
forward and to create much needed jobs across our nation. We urge the US Senate and Congress to come 
together on behalf of the American people to pass this legislation immediately. Our organization (NABE) 
represents many of the teachers who are working with children and families of high needs and often times 
neglected by the system. Because many of our teachers are new hires, they are most likely the ones to be 
released by their school districts due to budget cuts. These teachers need to be in the classroom working with 
students and parents.  
 
We firmly believe that the American Jobs Act will put our teachers back to work. It is estimated by the CBO that 
up to 280,000 teachers will be put back to work. In addition, the bill will repair and reconstruct over 35,000 
schools, with projects chosen by need and impact, not earmarks and politics. The American Jobs Act also 
expands job opportunities for hundreds of thousands of low-income youth and adults through a new Pathways 
Back to Work Fund that supports summer and year round jobs for youth; innovative new job training programs to 
connect low-income to jobs quickly; and successful programs to encourage employers to bring on disadvantaged 
workers.   
 
The National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE) is a national organization based in Silver Springs, MD. 
The organization is represented by 22 state affiliates of over 3,000 Bilingual Education teachers and 
administrators.  For the past 41 years, NABE has been committed to excellence in bilingualism and biliteracy 
education for all students through enriched educational programs, professional and leadership development for 
teachers, administrators, professors, policy makers and parents.  Our mission is to advocate and cultivate a 
multilingual society promoting policy, pedagogy and research that validates and respects cultural and linguistic 
diversity that ensures an equitable educational opportunity for all students.  NABE is committed to promoting 
programs and agendas that prepare our nation’s students to be fluently bilingual, technologically creative, globally 
competitive and well-rounded world citizens. Over the past four decades, NABE has provided more than 50 
thousand hours of professional development and leadership training in Bilingual Education; 150 Title VII 
Fellowships, 400 students and teacher scholarships, and numerous hours of Parent education and Special 
Interest Group (SIG) training.  
 
The NABE Executive Board once again commends your leadership and vision in acknowledging the importance 
of passing the American Jobs Act to bring back our most gifted and talented teachers back into the classrooms to 
work with our students where they belong.  
 
Best Regards, 
 

RBoyd 
 Dr. Rossana Ramirez Boyd, President 

Parent Representative 
Norma Hernández, M.Ed. 
Hammond, LA  
H: (2250 939-9061          Santiago Wood, Ed. D., Executive Director 
nehdez@gmail.com 

8701 Georgia Avenue, Suite 611 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
Phone: 240-450-3700       
Fax: 240-450-3799 
www.nabe.org 
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President 
Rossana Ramirez Boyd, Ph. D. 
University of North Texas 
1155 Union Circle #310740 
Denton, TX 76203 
W: (940) 565-2933  
C: 940-391-4800 
Rossana.boyd@unt.edu 
 
Vice President  
Eudes Budhai 
Westbury Public School District  
2 Hitchcock Lane 
Old Westbury, NY 11568 
W: (516) 874-1833   
F: (516) 874-1826 
ebudhai@westburyschools.org  
 
Treasurer 
Leo Gómez, Ph. D. 
UT Pan American 
1201 Edinburg, TX  78539 
W: (956) 381-3629 
H: (956) 467-9505 
lgomez@utpa.edu or lgomez2@aol.com  
 
Secretary 
Minh-Anh Hodge, Ed. D. 
Tacoma School District 
P.O. Box 1357 
Tacoma, WA 98401 
W: (253) 571-1415  
mhodge@tacoma.k12.wa.us  
 
Member-at-Large 
José Agustín Ruiz-Escalante, Ed. D. 
UT Pan American 
3740 Frontier Drive 
Edinburg, TX  78539 
W: (956) 381-3440   
H: (956) 289-8106 
jare21@yahoo.com  
 
Member-at-Large 
Yee Wan, Ed. D. 
Santa Clara County Office of Education 
1290 Ridder Park Dr. MC 237 
San Jose, CA 95131 
W: (408) 453-6825 
Yee_wan@sccoe.org 
 
Member-at-Large 
Clara Park, Ph. D. 
CA. State Univ., Northridge 
18111 Nordhoff St. 
Northridge, CA 91330-8265 
W: (818) 677-2500  
clara.park@csun.edu  
 
Member-at-Large 
Miriam Eisenstein Ebsworth, Ph. D. 
NYU Steinhardt 
635 East Building 
New York, NY 10003 
W: (212) 998-5195  
miriam.ebsworth@nyu.edu  
 
Member-at-Large 
Julio Cruz, Ed. D. 
Northeastern Illinois University 
5500 N. St. Louis 
Chicago, IL 60625 
H: (773) 369-4810 
jcruzr@aol.com  
 

 


