
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 4, 2011 
 
Honorable Robert Bentley 
Governor of the State  
Alabama State Capitol  
600 Dexter Avenue 
Montgomery, AL 36130 
 
Dear Governor Bentley: 
 
The National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE) is a national organization based in Silver Springs, MD. The 
organization is represented by 20 state affiliates of over 3,000 Bilingual Education teachers and administrators.  For the past 
41 years, NABE has been committed to excellence in bilingualism and biliteracy education for all students through enriched 
educational programs, professional and leadership development for teachers, administrators, professors, policy makers and 
parents.  Our mission is to advocate and cultivate a multilingual society promoting policy, pedagogy and research that 
validates and respects cultural and linguistic diversity that ensures an equitable educational opportunity for all students.  NABE 
is committed to promoting programs and agendas that prepare our nation’s students to be fluently bilingual, technologically 
creative, globally competitive and well-rounded world citizens.  
 
The Executive Board and the membership was very dismayed to have learned of your very strong and strident “anti-
immigrant” position in support of Judge Blackburn’s ruling that upheld most  sections of the Alabama’s new immigration law.  
In addition, we find that your insensitivity to the demographic reality of your state, as evidenced by the 2010 National Census, 
to be very outlandish and lacking in any measure of sensitivity, compassion or respect or decency towards the immigrant 
families and children who contribute so much to the betterment of the State of Alabama.  
 
NABE is particularly disheartened by the recent press reports in your state dealing with the alarming exodus of immigrant 
children from your public schools. The report indicates that these children and families are very frightened and terrified of the 
potential retribution or harm they may encounter by your new “anti-immigrant” law if they are caught attending schools.  NABE 
is very concerned about this situation, and finds that this crisis among your state’s children and families to be very appalling.  
At best, your recent comments to the press stating that “today is a victory for Alabama,” is unconscionable and may possibly 
constitute an infringement upon the rights of your public school students to have free and open access to their local public 
schools.  
 
The National Association for Bilingual Education is ready to work with your education department to develop appropriate 
Bilingual Education, Biliteracy and multicultural professional development and leadership training programs that will build a 
better appreciation and a healthy states relationship between your constituents and their bilingual and immigrant citizens of the 
state of Alabama.  If America is to sustain a strong economic and global competitive advantage on the world stage, it is 
imperative to take advantage of the rich and diverse linguistic, cultural and academic talents among your immigrant 
population.  Only then will the state of Alabama be able to out compete, out educate and outperform the rest of the world and 
successfully meet the global challenges of our world. 
 
Best Regard 
  
 
 
Dr. Rossana Ramirez Boyd, President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent Representative 
Norma Hernández, M.Ed. 
Hammond, LA 
H: (2250 939-9061           Santiago Wood, Ed. D., Executive Director 
nehdez@gmail.com 

8701 Georgia Avenue, Suite 611 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
Phone: 240-450-3700       
Fax: 240-450-3799 
www.nabe.org 

 
NABE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
2 0 1 1  –  2 0 1 2 
President 
Rossana Ramirez Boyd, Ph. D. 
University of North Texas 
1155 Union Circle #310740 
Denton, TX 76203 
W: (940) 565-2933  
C: 940-391-4800 
Rossana.boyd@unt.edu 
 
Vice President  
Eudes Budhai 
Westbury Public School District  
2 Hitchcock Lane 
Old Westbury, NY 11568 
W: (516) 874-1833   
F: (516) 874-1826 
ebudhai@westburyschools.org  
 
Treasurer 
Leo Gómez, Ph. D. 
UT Pan American 
1201 Edinburg, TX  78539 
W: (956) 381-3629 
H: (956) 467-9505 
lgomez@utpa.edu or lgomez2@aol.com  
 
Secretary 
Minh-Anh Hodge, Ed. D. 
Tacoma School District 
P.O. Box 1357 
Tacoma, WA 98401 
W: (253) 571-1415  
mhodge@tacoma.k12.wa.us  
 
Member-at-Large 
José Agustín Ruiz-Escalante, Ed. D. 
UT Pan American 
3740 Frontier Drive 
Edinburg, TX  78539 
W: (956) 381-3440   
H: (956) 289-8106 
jare21@yahoo.com  
 
Member-at-Large 
Yee Wan, Ed. D. 
Santa Clara School Board of Education 
P.O. Box 21512 
Eugene, Oregon 97402 
W: (541) 870-1575 
Yee_wan@sccoe.org 

 
Member-at-Large 
Clara Park, Ph. D. 
CA. State Univ., Northridge 
18111 Nordhoff St. 
Northridge, CA 91330-8265 
W: (818) 677-2500  
clara.park@csun.edu  
 
Member-at-Large 
Miriam Eisenstein Ebsworth, Ph. D. 
NYU Steinhardt 
635 East Building 
New York, NY 10003 
W: (212) 998-5195  
miriam.ebsworth@nyu.edu  
 
Member-at-Large 
Julio Cruz, Ed. D. 
Northeastern Illinois University 
5500 N. St. Louis 
Chicago, IL 60625 
H: (773) 369-4810 
jcruzr@aol.com  
 

 


